ASIAN ART MUSEUM CELEBRATES 15TH ANNIVERSARY WITH TWO EXHIBITIONS

By Emma Foster, Community Newswire

The Museum of East Asian Art in Bath will be celebrating its 15th anniversary with two new exhibitions.

The two retrospective exhibitions entitled Treasures of the Museum of East Asian Art and Fish of Plenty: Auspicious Nature in Chinese Art will open on May 1 and run until August 23. Both will highlight objects from the museum's own collection.

Michel Lee, the museum's curator, said: “The exhibitions are looking at how the museum's collection has developed over the past 15 years, looking at some of the pieces the founder of the museum, Brian McElney, acquired in the fifties and sixties, up to when he started becoming a serious collector in the seventies and eighties.

“Since the founding of the museum people have started donating objects, helping it become an even more comprehensive collection - and we will be showcasing these objects also.

“Treasures of the Museum is an object-based exhibition looking at the different types of objects built up over years, whereas Fish of Plenty looks at the objects through photography. It shows the objects from a different perspective using close up shots of small details, helping people to look at the objects in a completely different way.

“A lot of the designs have some kind of auspicious meaning in Chinese culture.  One object is an iron brush holder inlaid with designs of four fish swimming among weeds between waves. In Mandarin fish is a homonym for plenty, which is where we got the name for the exhibition.

“They're not all puns on words - some have come to symbolise concepts, for example because of their hundreds of seeds pomegranates have come to symbolise fertility and prodigy. The exhibition aims to decode what these symbols mean.”

 The Museum of East Asian Art, which opened its doors to the public in 1993, is situated in a restored Georgian house just a few metres off The Circus in central Bath.

It houses a collection of almost 2,000 objects, ranging in date from 5000 BC to the present day from China, Japan, Korea and other parts of South-east Asia. It has one of the most comprehensive jade collections in the UK and some of the finest bamboo carvings in Europe.

The museum is a registered charity and also runs an education programme to help adults and children understand East Asian cultures. Admission charges, which assist with the funding of the museum, are £5 for adults and there are concessions for students, children and senior citizens. Entry to both exhibitions is included in the admission price.

For more information visit www.meaa.org.uk.

