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Introduction 
 

   
   
 
 
The Museum of East Asian Art is a registered educational charity. It is                
committed to providing an innovative and exciting education programme to     
appeal to students of all ages. 
 
A designated Family Area on the first floor hosts interactive displays to enable 
learning through discovery. Our award-winning educational programme                
provides art materials and activities for all our visitors as well as dressing up 
boxes. Stools and magnifying glasses are available throughout the galleries. For 
workshops and other educational activities the Museum uses the Education 
Room, a space funded by the Heritage  Lottery Fund. 
  

In addition to the National Curriculum-focused workshops detailed in this        
booklet, the museum also hosts a changing programme of creative workshops 
for children during the school holidays 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

Education Room 



 

3 

We have designed new activities, including a new Museum Experience activity  
system (see page 12) and talks for teachers and educators on East Asian art and culture. 
Look for the       sign and you will discover our exciting new educational services. 
 
We provide supplementary resources and advice in preparation for visits as well as                       
follow-up assistance for after the visit.  
 
Advice, resources and partnerships are offered upon request, teacher meetings with our  
education officer are also available. 

 
“I thoroughly enjoyed the presentation. It was really good and very interesting. I learned a 

lot.”  
A-level student 

 
“I feel this [handling session] is a very important experience for students with learning difficul-

ties as items in display cases often don’t mean very much to the students.”   
College teacher 

 
‘I liked the artefacts and workshop were amazing.” 

Year 5 Student 
 

Lunar New Year Art Competition        

(Black Orchid Photography and Jenny Gosling) 

We also run different seasonal projects such as the Lunar New Year Art                    
Competition for primary schools funded by the Learning Links Programme 
(MLA). This is run in conjunction with the Lunar New Year Extravaganza!,               

the biggest event of the year at the Museum. 
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The Handling Collection 

 

All handling sessions can be combined with a workshop, tour or an activity trail.  

 

Daily life Handling Session 

How did ancient Chinese people eat? How do Buddhists pray? How do                            

Indonesians entertain themselves?  All these questions and more can be                       

explained in this introductory activity of East Asian everyday life culture. 

 

England-China Handling Session 

England, and Bath in particular, has had  trading, cultural and artistic contacts 

with China for centuries. Find out more by taking a look at different objects from 

MEAA’s collection. 

 

Lunar New Year Handling Session 

The Lunar New Year celebration is one of the most important traditions in East 

Asia. Students of all ages can learn more about the traditions, artefacts,              

symbolism and rituals behind this ancient festival. 

The Museum of East Asian Art is very                                

fortunate to have a handling collection of 

over  200 artefacts.  These are mainly from 

China, but also include objects   made in      

Japan and other countries in East and        

Southeast Asia. They range in age from 400 

BC to the present day! A handling session        

offers students a unique  opportunity to 

hold ancient artefacts in to ask questions 

about the objects,  including how and why 

they were made. 

Handling sessions last approximately 30 minutes and can take place with children 

and/or adults. Tailor made handling sessions are also available. 
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Patterns and Fashion Handling Session 

For those schools studying design or for groups interested in learning more 

about fashion, traditional gowns and patterns in art and fashion this is a perfect 

activity. 

 
Religions in East Asian Art Handling Session 
Is it the same kind of Buddhism in Japan as in Tibet? Which religions can you find 
in China? Learn about these questions and more with the Religions in East Asian 
Art Handling Session. 
 
Rituals and Death Handling Session 
Handling objects related to rituals and burials, the group will learn more about 
objects for the afterlife in China. 
 
Symbolic Animals Handling Session 
In East Asia dragons are benevolent creatures and bats are a symbol of            
blessings…why? Find out more about symbols behind these animals and learn 
more about East Asian Culture. 
 
Symbolism in East Asian Art Handling Session 
After this handling session you will be able to read some of the most important 
symbols represented in East Asian art. 
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Tours 
 
 
 
 

          All tours can be combined with a workshop, a handling session or a trail  
activity. 

 
Tailor made tours are also available 

 
 

              

 
 
Guided Tours  
 
(See the handling session descriptions for more information) 
 
 
Daily life Tour 
 
England-China Tour 
 
Lunar New Year Tour 
 
Patterns and Fashion Tour 
 
Religions in East Asian Art Tour 
 
Rituals and Death Tour 
 
Symbolic Animals Tour 
 
Symbolism in East Asian Art Tour 
 
Temporary Exhibitions Tour  
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Workshops 
 
   

                   Our workshops can be adapted to different Key Stages 
 
 All workshops can be combined with a tour, a handling session or a trail 

activity. 
 

Foundation and Key Stage One 
 

Key Stage Two 
 

Key Stage Three 
 

Key Stage Four and older  
 

 Special Educational Needs 

Brush Painting                   
 
Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: English, Art, History 
NC  breadth of study 6d: a world history 
study. 
 
Key Stage Three 
Curriculum links: Art, History 
NC breadth of study 5d:       
investigate art, craft and design. 
 

Pupils will examine authentic examples 
of Chinese painting as well as the 
special tools and materials used. They 
will discover how ink sticks are ground 
to make liquid pigment on slate ink 
stones. Pupils will learn the basic 
techniques of holding and manipulating 
Chinese brushes to create a painting. 
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Chinese Lanterns  
 
Foundation and Key Stage One  
Curriculum links: Religious Education, Art, 
Citizenship 
 
Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: Music, English, Religious 
Education, Art 
NC breadth of study 6d: a world history 
study. 

 
Pupils will discover some of the               
history and symbolism of lanterns with 
particular reference to the Chinese         
Lantern Festival. Pupils will create a   
colourful paper lantern decorated with 
traditional symbols and motifs.  After 
creating their own lantern they can         
parade with traditional Chinese  music. 
 
 

Chinese Dragon Dance  
 
Foundation and Key Stage One  
Curriculum links: Religious Education, Art, 
Citizenship 
NC breadth of study 3g: celebrations. 
 
Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: Music, English, Religious 
Education, Art 
NC breadth of study: a range of musical ac-
tivities                                            

 
 
 
 
 

There are two versions for this             
workshop: a shorter one where pupils 
create their own individual dancing 
dragons, which can take from one hour 
to one hour and ½. In the  second          
version students will prepare for a 
‘dragon dance procession. Pupils will 
make and decorate a large Chinese 
dragon and then carry out a procession 
using percussion  instruments and       
traditional Chinese music to                        
accompany the dance. This will work as 
a full day workshop (Please note, this 
workshop is most appropriate around 
the time of Lunar (Chinese) New           
Year – January and February). 
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Design Your own  Coat of Arms  
 

Foundation and Key Stage One  
Curriculum links: Art,  
NC KSU 2b: try out tools and techniques. 
 
Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: History, Art, Bath History 
NC breadth of study 6d: a world  
history study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
This is a perfect workshop to combine 
with our Daily Life or England-China 
guided tour or handling session. The 
Museum has porcelain decorated with 
armorials that were made in China for 
English families. Therefore pupils will 
learn about coats of arms and their 
representations in ceramics and will 
design their own family coat of arms. 

Design your own Hanbok 
 
Key Stage Three 
Curriculum links: Art 
NC breadth of study 5c: using a 
range of materials and processes 
Investigate art, craft and design. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This workshop is an introduction to             
Korean culture. Korean folklore is          
commonly mistaken with Chinese or 
Japanese traditions. This workshop will 
help students to develop a better basic 
knowledge on Korean costumes,             
history and society using the hanbok 
(the traditional Korean gown ) as a tool.         
Using different    patterns, they will          
colour  their   hanbok in, draw a face 
and cut out the Korean paper doll. Also 
as a part of the workshop they will have 
a card with a different Korean name 
and a profession that they can present 
to the rest of the class. 
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Marvellous Masks 
                                       
 Foundation and Key Stage One  
 Curriculum links: Art, Citizenship 
 NC breadth of study 5d: investigating 
different   kinds of art . 
 
 Key Stage Two 
 Curriculum links: English, Art 
 NC breadth of study EN1 4b: use character, 
an    action and narrative to convey story, 
themes   and emotions. 

 
Pupils learn about traditional Chinese 
and Japanese theatre, dance and opera 
and look at examples of theatrical 
masks. During the session students will 
make their own masks and use them in 
a performance of a traditional tale. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Origami 
 
Foundation and Key Stage One  
Curriculum links: Art 
NC breadth of study 5d: investigating differ-
ent kinds of arts and crafts. 
 
Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: History, Religious Educa-
tion, Art 
NC breadth of study 6d: a world  history 
study. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pupils learn the ancient Japanese art of 
paper folding by looking at examples. 
Pupils will create a variety of                 
traditional forms using authentic            
origami paper. 
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Paper Wing  
 
Foundation and Key Stage One 
Curriculum links: Art, Science  
NC breadth of study 5d:      investigating dif-
ferent kinds of art and craft. 
 
Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: History, Art 
NC breadth of study 6d: a world history 
study. 

 
Pupils look at examples of Chinese and 
Japanese kites and learn about their 
history and construction.  During the 
session, pupils will have the                
opportunity to make and decorate their 
own paper kite using traditional                 
designs.  

Paper cuts 
 
Foundation and Key Stage One  
Curriculum links: Art, Religious                   
Education 
NC KSU 2b: try out tools and                       
techniques. 
 
Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: History, Religious Educa-
tion, Art 
NC breadth of study 6d: a world history 
study. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Pupils will study examples of this          
traditional craft from the Museum’s 
collection of paper cuts. Used as           
decorations, especially during the Lunar 
(Chinese) New Year, they are rich in 
symbolism and stories. Pupils create 
simple paper cuts using templates or 
their imagination. 
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Terracotta Army 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: History, Art 
NC breadth of study 6d: a world history 
study. 

Pupils will look at reproductions of the 
awesome 7,000 strong terracotta army 
created in China over 2000 years ago. 
During the session the students will 
handle objects of the same age and ori-
gin as those found with the terracotta 
army. They will create a personal tomb 
guardian using air drying clay, and 
these can be used to form a class       
terracotta army. 

The Image of Buddha  
 
Key Stage Three 
Curriculum links: Religious 
Education, Art, History 
QCA Unit 7d: Who was      
Gautama Buddha. 
 

Key Stage Four and older  
Curriculum Links: Religious Education, Art, 
History. 

 
 
Pupils will handle Buddhist artefacts 
and examine the meaning of some of 
the symbols used. Afterwards the             
participants will have an opportunity to 
construct their own Buddha statue out 
of air drying clay following the               
principles of iconometrics. 
 

Shadow Puppets 
 
Foundation and Key Stage One 
Curriculum links: Religious Education, Art, 
Citizenship 
NC breadth of study 5d: investigating differ-
ent kinds of art and craft. 
 
Key Stage Two 
Curriculum links: English, Art  
NC breadth of study EN1 4a: create, adapt 
and sustain different roles. 
 
Key Stage Three 
Curriculum links: Religious Education, Art, 
History, English and Theatre. 

 

 
 
Pupils will  examine the  Museum’s  
fantastic collection of Indonesian and 
Thai shadow puppets. They will also 
watch some examples of Chinese,             
Indonesian and Thai performances. 
During the session, pupils will create 
their own puppets and use these to 
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Also…. 
 
 
Key Stage Four and above 
 
For students at Key Stage Four and older we can offer a range of tailor made 
workshops to support teaching for exam requirements. Examples of what we 
can offer include: 
 
 
GCSE Art 
 
Students handle a range of objects and examine materials, techniques,            
symbolism and function. They then have a guided tour and the opportunity to 
sketch objects from the collection. 
 

“It was a brilliant morning.” 
GCSE Art Teacher 

 
 
A level Religious Education 
 
One hour PowerPoint lecture on Symbolism in Buddhist art followed by a             
handling session of  Buddhist objects. 
 
“Thanks for a stimulating session for the students… students enjoyed your pres-

entation and feel that it has enriched their learning.’ 
A level Head of Religious Education 

 
 
Special Educational Needs 
 
We are happy to adapt any workshops for students with special educational 
needs.  We are committed to providing access for all.  Please contact us if you re-
quire further information. 
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Here we have different made-up examples: 
 

1. Foundation and Key Stage One / Key Stage Two 
 

Daily Life tour → Daily Life handling session → My favourite Object trail 
 

Lunar New Year Tour → Chinese Lantern Workshop → Rabbit  Trail 
 
 

2. Key Stage Two / Key Stage Three  
 

Characters from the East loan box → Language and Symbols Tour →  Symbol-
ism in East Asia workshop 

 
England- China tour → Daily Life handling session → Design Your Own Coat of 

Arms workshop 
 
 

3. Key Stage Three / Key Stage Four and older  
 

The image of Buddha workshop Rituals → Death Handling Session 
 

England- China Tour  → England-China handling session → Design Your Own  
Coat of Arms Workshop 

 
Language and Symbols tour →Symbolism in East Asia handling session→ Sym-

bols of East Asia Workshop 

Create your own Museum Experience! 
 

 

   Make your own different itineraries combining guided tours, 
loan boxes, workshops, trail activities and handling sessions. 
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Talks for Teachers  
 
Drawing on our experience and specialists, we provide resources of 
East Asia that link your curriculum needs. 
 
We provide talks and seminars for teachers and educators focusing in 
East Asian art and culture. Both programmes can take place in schools 
or at the Museum and offer a comprehensive and helpful introduction 
to cultures and traditions of East Asia.  

Price Information 

Please note that there may be an additional charge for resources depending on the nature of the workshop. 
 

Sessions held at the museum: 

Visit by the school to the Museum for a tour:  £3.00 per student 

Visit by the school to the Museum for workshop/activity:  £3.50 per student 
(£5.00 for clay/printing activities) 

Visit by the school to the Museum for tour + workshop/activity:  £3.50 per             
student 
 
Visit by the school to the Museum for tour + workshop+ activity:  £4.00 per          
student 
 
Free entry for teachers and accompanying adults. 
 

Workshops held as outreach sessions at your school: 

One hour – £50 
Two hours – £75 
Whole day – £120 
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We have also published teacher’s resource packs to accompany the 
loan boxes. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Please contact us for booking information or download the booking 
form here: 
 
Celia Dominguez 
Education Officer 
The Museum of East Asian Art 
12 Bennett Street, Bath BA1 2QJ 
education@meaa.org.uk 
Tel: 01225 464640 Fax: 01225 461718 

Free Loan Boxes 
 

We are now able to offer free loan boxes to all schools on the following themes: 
 
  Brush painting and Calligraphy 
  Characters from the East 
  Kimono 
  Buddhism  
  Lunar New Year  
 
 
Loan boxes are available to borrow  
for up to one week. 

mailto:museum@east-asian-art.freeserve.co.uk

